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REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING
August 13, 2026 7:00 P.M.
TOWN HALL

The following is a summary of the Town Board Meeting as recorded by the Town Clerk.
To view a recording of the full meeting, please see the YouTube link below:
08-13-2026 Town Board Meeting

Board Members Present: Supervisor Herrington, Councilman Cipperly and Councilman Balistreri, Councilman Sullivan, Councilman Christian.

Also Present: Town Attorney, Dave Gruenburg, Town Clerk, Alicia Saunders.
Supervisor Herrington called the meeting to order at: 7:02
The Pledge of Allegiance was recited.

Minutes of Previous Meetings:
Councilman Sullivan made a motion to accept the minutes of the regular Town Board meeting on July 09, 2026. Motion was seconded by Christian Sullivan. Unanimously approved.

Reports by Elected Officials and Department Heads:
Town Clerk: Alicia Saunders
The Town Clerk’s office processed, seventy-four hunting and fishing licenses, for a total of $685, of which our share was $37.86, seventy-four dog licenses for a total of $469, and three EZ passes for a total of $75, three summer camp applications received to which we collected a total of $2,550, fourteen reservations made for the Community Center which brought a total of $2,700 and two Peddler licenses to which we collected $100. 
The Town Clerk’s office commissioned $370 for Vital Statistics and $89.61 in Bingo proceeds.
The office remitted $10,509.67 to the Supervisors office, $180 to the NYS Department of Health, $84 to the NYS Ag & Markets and $647.14 to the DEC.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Sullivan and seconded by Councilman Balistreri. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Highway Superintendent: Michael Bayly
Mr. Bayly reported that one man did mowing at the ballfield for fifteen days, one man did weed trimming for nine days, two men picked up bags for four days, six men did Brush pick up for four days, five men did patch work for seven days, one man did road side mowing for nine days, one man did long arm mowing for five days, three men did banners for one day, two men did picnic tables for two days, three men did ditch work for three days, one man did hauling and recycling for four days, five men did water service for four days, three men did grading at the soccer field parking lot for one day, twelve men did paving on Church St. for one day, twelve men did paving on white church street for one day, they did catch basin work on Strain Ave, Wayne Street and Kestner Lane, culvert wok on Church Street and Langstaff cleanup five men for six days, shared service with Rensselaer County three mean and trucks for two days.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Christian and seconded by Councilman Sullivan. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Water & Sewer: Bill Bradley
Mr. Bradley gave the report for August, informing that the meter readings for August billing has been completed.  Mr. Poleto is reviewing the documentation and the water and sewer bills are expected to be mailed next week.
The water department has spent considerable time marking out location request for the National Grid gas service replacement in the Mountain View area.  The contractor is putting in location request which will expire prior to the work being done instead of spreading them out as the work progresses.
Mr. Bradley is continuing to monitor the outstanding Stormwater projects.  The stormwater conditions at the Sharpe Road development have not improved significantly, there continues to be significant silt and mud runoff from the site.  The site suffered significant erosion after the August 5th storm.
There were several sewer mains which became overloaded during the July 29th storm.  The storm dropped approximately 7-8 inches of rain in the local area in less than 24 hours.  This amount of rain represents at least a 100-year storm event.  The sewer mains on North Lake Ave and Mountain View Ave were the most significantly affected.  Both of these mains have combined storm and sanitary flows which contributed to the overloading and several basements had backflow of sewage into the basement.  Another contributing factor to the overloading of the sewer mains were the number of flushable wipes which clearly evident in pictures taken on North Lake Ave.  These wipes do not degrade in water and contribute to plugging the sewer mains.
One of the sewer lift pumps at Highland Creek which experienced a seal failure had to be replaced.  The pump which was removed is being sent out for repair.
Mr. Bradley closed acknowledging new employee Dan Smith, stating he has been a good addition to the water department team.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Cipperly and seconded by Councilman Balistreri. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Building & Zoning Supervisor: Kevin Mainello
Mr. Mainello reported there were one hundred and five building and property inspections, four hundred sixty-two active building permits, thirty-eight permits issued and/or renewed, there were ten meetings, two Planning board meetings, one Zoning board meeting, there were no court cases, fire inspections or follow-up complaint, follow-up complaint inspections and follow up code call out inspections and other meetings and phone calls and letters. There was one code call outs or fire calls, two code complaints, there were no code complaints and code call out inspections or addressed, as well as vacant/abandoned properties (first time inspections) done by the Building Department, there were two vacant abandon properties identified or suspected with the Assessor’s Department, five Planning board projects or agendas, four Zoning board projects or agendas.  
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Balistreri and seconded by Councilman Christian. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report in on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Town Historian: Tracy Broderick
Ms. Broderick was not present for the meeting.
Recycling Coordinator: Thomas Engster
Mr. Engster gave the report for the month of July. The Recycling Center sold a total of six hundred and two blue bags collecting a total of $1,806, 600 blue bags purchased from vendors for a total of $1,530, two hundred thirteen purple bags purchased for a total of $426, 2.36 tons of baled cardboard for a total of $47.20, 2.76 tons of metal and light iron collecting $496.80, nine large and small appliances, nine tires, six AC’s and one microwave to which $94 was collected bringing in a total revenue of $4,400.
Mr. Engster went on to present the general expenses for the month which there were 21.31 tons of refuse landfill, 12.73 tons of SSR and a haul fee of $265 bringing the total amount of expenses to $7,080.
Mr. Engster closed with the total amount of recycling and landfill for July was 39.2 tons.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Sullivan and seconded by Councilman Balistreri. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Brunswick Community Library: Sara Hopkins
Ms. Hopkins gave the report for the month of July. The library had 3,059 visitors, 400 reference questions, 190 Wi-Fi users averaging 18 per day, 449 study space users, 102 visitors helped with tech use and other assistance, and 33 new BRUN Patrons. There was a total of 4,233 1,090 News Bank. The total items checked out across of the services was 7,417. There were 19 different programs. Ms. Hopkins gave a brief overview of all of the upcoming events for the month of August. 
Ms. Hopkins closed her report highlight other items available to checkout at the library other than books.  These items included a new space science backpack from the Children’s Museum at Saratoga, macroinvertebrates science backpack, binoculars, telescope, fishing poles, badminton, ring toss and croquet.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Christian and seconded by Councilman Sullivan. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.
Town of Brunswick Ambulance: Ryan French
Councilman Balistreri gave the monthly report for June. There were a total of 109 EMS calls in which 104 were the Town of Brunswick, 3 were the Town of North Greenbush, 1 Sand Lake Ambulance and 1 Mohawk Ambulance.  Of the 109 EMS calls, 109 arrived at the scene and 4 of the calls were canceled prior to arrival. The average response time for all 109 calls from mean dispatch to arrival was 9:30. These calls consisted of 71 high priority calls with an average response time from mean dispatch to arrival being 9:07.
Motion to accept the report was made by Councilman Sullivan and seconded by Councilman Cipperly. Unanimously approved. A copy of the written report is on file in the Town Clerk’s office.



RESOLUTIONS:

[bookmark: _Hlk237434330]RESOLUTION NO.59, 2026

			
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN
AN AGREEMENT WITH ELEANOR MONTIEL-OCHOA
CONVEYING AN EASEMENT OVER CERTAIN TOWN PROPERTY

	WHEREAS, the Town is the owner of certain real property in the Town of Brunswick, shown on the Town Tax Map as Tax Map No. 102.-2-8.1; and

	WHEREAS, Eleanor Montiel-Ochoa owns certain property known as 520 McChesney Avenue Extension in the Town of Brunswick, which property abuts the above property owned by the Town; and

WHEREAS, the Town property referenced above is under a conservation easement held by the Open Space Land Trust, Inc., as more fully set forth in a conveyance recorded in the Rensselaer County Clerk’s Office at Liber 1714 at Page 0083; and

WHEREAS, said conservation easement gives the easement owner certain powers and restrictions over the use of the said property owned by the Town; and

WHEREAS, it appears the septic system servicing the property owned by Montiel-Ochoa is located on the land owned by the Town, and covered by said conservation easement; and

WHEREAS, the Town wishes to sell to the property owner, for appropriate compensation, an easement for the continuing use of said property as a septic system serving the one-family residence on the property, such easement to include reasonable ingress and egress over the easement area, together with the ability to maintain, inspect, clean, repair and replace or reconstruct said septic system; and

WHEREAS, a legal description of the easement area proposed to be conveyed by the Town is annexed hereto; and

WHEREAS, the consideration to be received by the Town of Brunswick for the conveyance of said easement to Montiel-Ochoa is the sum of $8,000.00; and

WHEREAS, the Open Space Land Trust, Inc. will be required for the Town to go forward with this conveyance; now, therefore

	BE IT RESOLVED, that the supervisor of the Town of Brunswick is hereby authorized to execute an agreement for the sale of said easement to Eleanor Montiel-Ochoa; and it is further



	RESOLVED, that the supervisor of the Town of Brunswick is hereby authorized to execute a deed pursuant to said agreement conveying the easement to Montiel-Ochoa; and it is further

	RESOLVED, that the agreement and the deed conveying the property easement provided for in said agreement shall be prepared and approved by the attorney for the town, subject to the approval of Open Space Land Trust, Inc.; and it is further

	RESOLVED, that the town clerk is directed to publish and post a notice of the adoption of this resolution, pursuant to the provisions of Sections 90 and 91 of the Town Law.

The foregoing resolution, offered by COUNCILMAN SULLIVAN, and seconded by COUNCILMAN CHRISTIAN, was duly put to a roll call vote as follows:	
[bookmark: _Hlk237601452]COUNCILMAN CIPPERLY		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN CHRISTIAN  		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN SULLIVAN  		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN BALISTRERI		VOTING 	AYE
SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON		VOTING 	AYE

	
The foregoing Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.

Dated: August 13, 2026     

RESOLUTION NO. 60, 2026
			
RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE SUPERVISOR OF THE TOWN
OF BRUNSWICK TO EXECUTE A CERTAIN LETTER AGREEMENT
WITH NATIONAL GRID, RELATING TO COMPENSATION FOR
FINAL PAYMENT RESTORATION ON CERTAIN TOWN STREETS

	WHEREAS, National Grid has recently completed the replacement of gas mains on certain streets in the Town of Brunswick, consisting of Putnam Street from North Lake Street to Cortland Street, Wayne Street from Hoosick Street to dead end, Seneca Street from Putnam Street to dead end, Nassau Street from Seneca Street to dead end, and Cortland Street from Putnam Street to Hoosick Street; and

	WHEREAS, the Town now wishes to complete final restoration of the paving of said streets now that the National Grid project has been completed; and

WHEREAS, National Grid has proposed the payment of $103,740.00 to the Town as compensation for said restoration work, and the Town agrees that this is a proper amount for the work required; now, therefore

	BE IT RESOLVED, that the supervisor of the Town of Brunswick is hereby authorized to sign a certain letter agreement from National Grid, dated July 23, 2026, and annexed hereto as Exhibit “A”.

The foregoing resolution, offered by COUNCILMAN SULLIVAN, and seconded by COUNCILMAN CHRISTIAN ,was duly put to a roll call vote as follows:	
COUNCILMAN CIPPERLY		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN CHRISTIAN  		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN SULLIVAN  		VOTING 	AYE
COUNCILMAN BALISTRERI		VOTING 	AYE
SUPERVISOR HERRINGTON		VOTING 	AYE

	The foregoing Resolution was thereupon declared duly adopted.


OLD BUSINESS:
Councilman Balistreri informed the board the LOSAP changes were voted on and all three fire departments passed.  All the votes were yes.  The changes will go into effect this year. Councilman Balistreri thanked the board for their support.

NEW BUSINESS:
Councilman Balistreri wanted to share two updates with the Board. First, he reported that contract negotiations have begun and are progressing well. Second, he discussed the three calls handled since the ambulance service began in January, all of which had positive outcomes. He noted that these outcomes may not have been possible if the ambulance had not arrived as quickly as it did.
Councilman Balistreri also shared that they are considering organizing a public gathering to recognize and celebrate the positive outcomes of these three calls. The event would be open to the public and would walk attendees through each call from start to finish, providing an opportunity for the community to see what goes into responding to an emergency and better understand how the process works.
As this would be the first event of its kind, it may take some time to organize. However, Councilman Balistreri felt it would be valuable for the public to see the entire process firsthand and gain a better understanding of how the ambulance service operates.
Councilman Cipperly wanted to share that there is now a new trail in the trail system at Keys Lane. This was accomplished with much help from Hudson Tekonic Land trail crew led by Karen Boswell, Brunswick president.  It’s the orange trail, which has not been added to the map just yet, but it is clearly marked and there for residents to utilize.

WARRANTS:
Warrant No. 260729-260848, No. 071726001 through 071726006, No. 073126002-073126009, and 081426001-081426006 were presented. The warrants were offered by Councilman Balistreri and seconded by Councilman Christian. Unanimously approved. Individual expenses were as follows:
General: $144,537.06
Highway: $2000,678.82
Water: $20, 301.38
Sewer: $578.74
Special Sewer District No.6: $616.55
Ambulance: $229,500
Trust & Agency: $534,408.69

VISITORS WHO WISHED TO SPEAK:
Jim Tkacik, Brunswick Road, wanted to address a couple of items from the last Planning board meeting.  Pointing out that copies of the comprehensive plan were distributed to the planning board by Councilman Cipperly.  Inquiring what the focus, process and objective was in the distribution of the comprehensive plan.  Supervisor Herrington assured that the board has listened to these concerns and input received from the residents and the comprehensive plan was being looked into and had asked Councilman Cipperly to lead this process.  Councilman Cipperly acknowledged that there have been reoccurring frustrations and challenges regarding the comprehensive plan from residents.  Assuring that the focus would be to look at different areas in the Comprehensive plan and not starting from scratch.  As far as a timeline, Councilman Cipperly asked Chairman of the boards to provide feedback on these sections within the next couple of months. Once feedback has been given then they good move forward with these sections in regards to making any updates to the Comprehensive plan. Mr. Tkacik question whether the updating of the comprehensive plan would be open to the public.  The Town attorney, Mr. Gruenberg informed Mr. Tkacik that any modifications in this circumstance are all done by Local laws which requires a public notice to be given.
Mr. Tkacik moved on to inform the Town board of concerns made at the planning board meeting regarding the new Mavis Tire project.  Referencing incidents during the QuickChek project construction.  Focusing on the stipulations of these projects regarding days and times that construction was allowed for these projects. Mr. Tkacik also pointed out damages to lawns from construction vehicles along with these vehicles parking on both sides of the road making it difficult for residents driving through along with school buses.  Questioning what kind of enforcement was in place with contractors who violate these stipulations.  Supervisor Herrington assured Mr. Tkacik that when these violations occurred in regards to days and times of construction that it was taken care of by Mr. Maniello and the construction was shut down immediately.
Mr. Tkacik closed with concern regarding Noise ordinances issues that have been brought to attention and something that should be looked further into as well.  Providing different instances where this has been an issue in the Town.
Jason Lairs, Winfield Lane, addressed the board involving a gathering hosted by his neighbor on July 31st. This gathering was around 150 attendees which was a low estimate.  This event was promoted online, the event had security and several fights occurred one of which was right outside Mr. Lairds driveway.  Mr. Laird explained these parties have been consistent over the past several weekends, which have progressively brought a larger crowd of individuals. Mr. Laird spoke of concerns of drug use, loud music containing profanity, garbage left behind in the neighborhood and the overall safety for his family and other neighbors.  Mr. Laird informed the board of law enforcement being called and due to the Town not having a noise ordinance or specifications on large gatherings they weren’t able to do anything.  Mr. Laird asked the board to consider adding a noise ordinance and a permit to be required for a large gathering.  The Town Board is going to further investigate this matter for Mr. Laird.  The Board being concerned with a fee being charged, health department violations and certain code violations regarding the pool at this gathering.  Supervisor Herrington asked Mr. Laird to submit all of the information and photos to the board so they could further investigate the situation.
Tom Malone, Hewitt Drive, complemented the work being down on the new town highway garage, the new trail added to Keys Lane as well as the ambulance service.  Mr. Malone who had first come to the board a year ago wanted to address the consideration of making Hewitt Drive which is currently a private road into a Town road.  Mr. Malone provided a brief background that when he originally purchased the home that it was stated to maintain the road over the next several years more houses were built and he is continuing to maintain the road for his neighbors as well as himself.  He explained that people don’t realize that this is a private road as it has been utilized by various law enforcement, national grid as well as others.  Mr. Malone provided a presentation showing a map of the area with refence to state, county and town roads.  An estimated budget of what it would cost the Town to maintain this road if the Board were to consider making it a Town road was presented as well using information from the 2026 Highway Department budget. Town Attorney Mr. Gruenburg who has been in contact with Mr. Malone on previous occasions regarding the road and explained that it was not his responsibility to maintain the road and it was not written anywhere in the deed to the property that he was responsible for this. That there is an easement between both properties giving the right of way to access and utilize this road.
Adrian Mahalsky, Hewitt Drive, Mr. Mahalsky joined Mr. Malone at the podium to address the board regarding Hewitt Drive.  Mr. Mahalsky who is Mr. Malones neighbor explained that when he purchased his home, he was told that he didn’t own the road, that his neighbor owned the road, but he did have easement and right of way.  Bringing further concern regarding taxes being paid on this road by them.
Mr. Gruenburg explained to both parties that they both have an easement over the road but neither of them had ownership of the road itself underneath.  Which would require the continued research of finding the original title to said property.  
Beth Carpenter, 33 Cole Lane, spoke to the board regarding an issue on her road with the flow of the storm water.   Ms. Carpenter explained that historically the storm water flowed through the culvert that originates from the corner of Cole Lane and Pinewoods Avenue, flowing parallel to Cole Lane. Ms. Carpenter explained that it wasn’t until a home was constructed at 29 Cole Lane when the erosion problem on her property began.  Mrs. Carpenter provided the Town Board with a detailed map of her property and the surrounding properties, color coding the different storm water runoffs as well as photos of the damages to her property labeled in numerical order as a visualization to the board as she explained the situation or the storm water flow. Ms. Carpenter requested that the board remediate the storm water flow and help assist with the eroded area to her property.  The Town plans to review the subdivision plans and drawings for the area to determine whether adequate drainage was incorporated into the original subdivision design.
Sue Vitolins, Miller Road, wanted to ask once the Town had paved Church Street if it would be striped.  The Board explained that it was a Town road and it wouldn’t be striped. Ms. Vitolins also expressed gratitude with the Comprehensive plan being looked into and reviewed.  Ms. Vitolins asked about Zoning board minutes from back in July that she was unable to find on the Town website.  She was unsure as to who puts the minutes together for that. Supervisor Herrington explained that Mr. Gichrist in the building department who is very thorough with the minutes is the one who puts those together.

ADJOURNMENT:
Councilman Balistreri made a motion to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Councilman Christian. Unanimously approved. The meeting adjourned at 8:39 p.m.
Respectfully,

Alicia Saunders
Town Clerk
